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Builth  Wells  Urban.  District 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
1950* 


Mr  Chairman, Mrs  Davies  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report 

on  the  sanitary  conditions  and  the  state  of  the  public  health  in  the 
Builth  Wells  Urban  District  for  the  year  1950o 

In  the  preparation  of  this  report 
I have  endeavoured  to  deal  briefly  with  all  matters  within  my 
responsibility  regarding  public  health  and  preventive  medicine  and  I 
have  included  all  the  subjects  specifically  requested  by  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health  in  Circular  112/50  (Wales), 

Section  1, General  and  Vital  Statistics, 


Statistical  Summary  for  the  year  1950, 


7Glacre 


APea{o9«o80gaj6*«,««*»«*e<«»»*9£'»a3«!>a')**G9S9!}»taC3a'»st<*v*4'3es 

- o pul  at  ion  (Census  1931)®®®®*®,®®®®®®, *«**,***,«*,, g®®***oao®®16oo® 
Population  (estimated  at  Midsummer  1950) „ • * « . * • « © 0 , « • » « « » » • • « .1674* 
Niarpb  e r of  inhab  1 1 e d hous  es,®®®®,®®®,®®  «®®®g»(®o«tcea,®o23p 


Live  Births.  Males®  Females* 

Legitimate  12®  10® 

Illegitimate  0.  2* 

12,  12. 

Still  Births  0o  0, 

Deaths  from  all 

causes*  20*  16, 


Maternal  Deaths  * * * * . , , * * * Nil. 


Totalo  Rate  per  1000  Pop* 
22® 

2u 

24,  14*3 

0 , 0 , 

36*  21,5 


Deaths  under  1 year* 

0,  Rate  per  1000  live  births#  *####••••  ® *.®  .*  ® #0# 


Deaths  from  special  causes* 

Inf  ectious  disease®,,® , ® * * ® ,,*©9.0®, , * Uil * 

Tubepeulosis  of  respiratory  system# ***.*•# *1# 

0t  he  r t ube  r cul  ous  di  sease*  ® ® © © • 0©  © © 0 ® , « ®, , * i ® 

C anc e r * * * ® • « ® ® » « & * ® e « ® ® ® , « # , » ••*»*: >«.*•«(  slO* 

Area® 

The  Urban  District  of  Builth  Wells, which  has  an  area  of  701  acres 
is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  the  County  of  Breconshire,  The 
surrounding  country  is  agricultural  in  nature  and  farming  is  the 
predominant  occupation  of  the  surrounding  residents , The  district  is 
also  a holiday  resort  where  advantage  Is  taken  of  the  medicinal 
springs  in  the  neighbourhood* 
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Builth  Wells  Urban  District 


Population,  Census  1931, ... ... ............  9 , 1663, 

1940,  1911,  1942,  1945,  1944.  1945 , 1946,  1917.  1948.  1919.  1950. 


1644,  1831,  1730,  1645.  1631.  1617.  1576.  1539.  1707.  1674,  1674. 


The  above  figures- are  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  for  the  various 
years • * 


It  would  appear  that  the  population  has  increased  since  the  last 
census  was  taken. 

The  number  of  inhabited  Chouses  in  the  district  was  528  giving  an 
average  number  of  3,1  persons  per  house. 


Births 


Males . 


1938. .  . 

1939.. . 

1940. .  . 

1941. .  . 

1942. .  . 

1943. .  « 

1944.. . 

1945.. . 

1946.. . 

1947.. . 

1948.. . 

1949. .  . 
1950, o o 
England 


aid 


M I • » • 
9 0 • I I I 

. ..7,. 

, « ll • * 

S o 11  , , 

c ,11, a 

, ,15, . 

1 9 

B • J-fcj  < , 

. » i 0 , , 
..22.. 
, , 11 , , 
. , 19  , , 
. .12, , 
Wales, 1950,  . 


Females 


• 0 © ♦ 4 9 9 

, . 9 9 , , , 

6 e 12 , , , 

e . 11 . . . 

а ,  11 e , • 

. . • 8 , . , 
• , 11 « « • 
, . 1 o . . , 
• , 14 , , « 
. .16, . . 

б, 11,,, 
, » 12 » , , 


Total.  Rate . 


..20 
..22 
. .16 
..23 
..22 
. .22 
..23 
..23 
..23 
..56 
,.27 
..30 
. .24 


• » 
• • 
0 0 
9 9 
9 9 
9 9 
0 • 
• t 

4 0 
9 4 
4 4 
4 4 
4 4 


* , ,13,2, 
. . .14.6. 
....9.7. 
, . ,12.6. 
...12.7. 
« • , 13 , 4 * 
...14.1. 
...14.2. 
... 14 » 6 , 
. . ,2 o,o, 
. . • 15 , 8 . 
..  .17*8. 
• • ,14,o, 
. . .15.8, 


The  birthrate  was  lower  than  the  average  for  England  and  Vi/ales, 


Deaths.  After  taking  into  account  the  outwardly  and  inwardly 
transferable  deaths  the  net  number  of  deaths  registered  amongst 
residents  in  the  district  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Males,  , Females, ..  Total.  * Rate . 


J-9<j8,,,,,  ..9.,.,. 
19  39,, , 

1940.. .. ,««••, o.o 

1941 

19‘.:2,,,,.,,,,,,«, 
194o,  

1944  ,09.,,  9 9.0  .99 

194  o,» ,,,,,,,, ... 
19-i6  .........a... 

1947.. ..,  0 9 9 9 0 9 9 0 

2 9 43,,  .,99  . 9...  9. 

19-±9 , o 

1950. . ...,a. 0.... 

England  and  Wales 


...... 

. 9 • » 9 . 
« ,13.  9 

9 . 14 . 9 

..17.. 

9 .19. 9 

0 « , 8 , , 
. C • 4 0 . 

, *18, 9 

, , 13 , . 
. .10. . 
9 O 15  , 9 
..20. . 

1950,. 


4 9 9 4 

• • 

• * 

... 09. 19, 12,o 

4 4 4 4 

4 4 

• 0 

99  . 9 9 . 25  , ...  9 9 . 9 . 9 « . , 16 , 2 

21 , , 

4 4 

• • 

* ■ 09. *5 4 ,0. ... , .,. « , . 2 0 , 6 

17.. 

4 4 

• • 

» t i . , .oli 1 1 9 . . .9  •••••16,8 

11 . . 

9 4 

0 © 

00  9 . 9, 28,0.  .......,.,16,1 

20.. 

4 4 

• 0 

......  39 o 2 3 , 7 

12.  • 

4 4 

• e 

•o ,,..20, «.,... ■••«., 12. 2 

10,. 

9 9 

• 0 

9 9 9 , 0. 14  9...  ..9.0,6 

14.. 

4 9 

0 4 

,, ..,.32,., .....  ....  .20, 3 

12,  . 

4 4 

9 4 

• 0 9 »,  ,25,,  ,9  9 .9  9 999  9,16.2 

• 9 . • 

4 9 

9 9 

9 9 9 ...  19  909.99.90COOO  11  0 1 

16.. 

• • 

0 9 

9.99,,  29, 099999....,  .17.3 

16,  . 

• • 

4 4 

,9,,,,06,,,,9,« 999.9.21,5 

• • • • 

• # 

4 4 

99  9 9 9.  .9  .9  ,,.9.,.,.*.H.O 

The  deathrate  for  1950  was  therefore  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales,  and  was  also  higher  that  the  birthrate. 


Still  Births. 

Males . 

Female  s . 

Total, 

Rate . 

1 QA1  . 

1 042  * * * 
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Still  Di 

.rths.  Males 

Feme les 

Total 

Rate 

1944 . . . . 

0. ..... , 

3945. . . . 

1 

1 

Q 

..... .1.2. 

1946. . . . 

/. 

1 

5 

3.1 . 

1947.  . . . 

1,  . . . 

1 

2 

..... ,1 .3. 

1948. . . . 

9 

0 

o 

1,1, 

1949 . . . . 

n ... . 

0 

. . . . , 0 

0. 

1950. . . , 

0.  . . . 

o 

0 

......  0 . 

England 

Wales,  1950  

The  stillbirth  rate  for  1950  was  therefore  lower  t'an  the  average 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


Infantile  Mor 

tali 

ty.  This  is 

the  number  of 

deaths  occur 

ring  in 

children 

. of  under  one 

year  of  age. 

The  rate 

is  calculated 

per 

1,000  live 

births , 

Males 

I emales 

Total 

Rate 

1938 

0,  . . . . 

n 

, . . . 0 

. , . , 0. 

1939 

0, . . . . 

0 

. . . . o . . 

. . . . o. 

1 940 

1941 

o 

o , 

. ...  0, ...... . 

. . . .0. 

1 0/0 

o 

1 

. , . ,3 

. . . .136. 

1943 

1 

156. 

1944 

.......  1 



.... 43  * 

1945 

o 

. . . . 0 

. . . .0. 

1946 

... .1. ...... . 

. . . .43. 

1947 

o 

1 

■j 

. . . .27. 

1 948 

1 94  9 

......  1 

o 

. 1 

1950 

England  and  Wales  , 1950 .......29.8, 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  lower  than  the  average  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  ’Wales, 


Analysis  of ; Causes  of  Deaths.  '•  'ales  .... 2 0,  Females  ....  IS . 

Cause  gcilejS  Females 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory. 0. ........... .1, 

Tuberculosis , other . .0 ..1, 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. ........... .0. ........... ,1. 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Dung , bronchus  ......  1, 0. 

'alignant  neoplasm,  heart 0, . . .1. 

" align;  nt  neoplasm,  uterus . .0 .1. 


Other  m-r  lignrnt  neoplasms ,2  .............  4 

V'sculrr  lesions  of  nervous  system. .... .1. ............ 1 

Corona ry  disease 2 ............ .4 

‘Freer  tens  ion  with  heart  disease . .1, 0 


Othor  heart  disease 3.... ...2 

Other  circulatory  disease 2... 0 

Pneumonia 1 0 

P;r  onch  :l  tis .,2...,. ...0 


he  deaths  are  classified  under  the  headings  given  in  the  new 
Abridged  List  of  Causes  of  Deaths, 

Ille g itlmacy . The  number  of  i" legitimate  births  registered  as 

**  belonging  to  residents  in  the  district  during  1950 

amounted  to  2. 

Maternal  Mortality,  There  was  no  death  in  the  yoar  which  could  be 

attributed  to  childbirth. 
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4/.  Bui  1th  Wolls  Urban  District 

Section  2,  General  Pr o vlsi one  of  Health  So rvlcc is . 

Public  Health  Officers.  There  "were  no  changes  in  your  officers  during 
We  year,  i.lr ,B. V.T'oTlfns  remaining  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Lab  or  at  or  y F a c ill ties.  During  the  year  laboratory  facilitios  wore 

available  at  Cardiff,  Newport,  Carmarthen, 

Swansea,  Aberystwyth,  Builth  and  Brecon.  Water  samples  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  the  County  at  Carmarthen  and  Cardiff  Laboratory 
whilst  any  investigation  required  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease 
was  performed  by  the  Public  Haalth  Laboratory  at  Cardiff. 

Ambulance  Facilities,,  As  a result  of  the  new  National  Health  Service 
’ ~ Act,194S,  certain  ch'eages  were  operative  in  the 

arrangements  cxi  ting  for  the  conveyance  of  sick  persons  in  the  district. 
The  County  Council  wore  responsible  for  the  provision  of  an  ambulance 
service  and  made  use  of  the  existing  St.John's  Ambulance  for  general  use 
while  ambulances  from  Merthyr  Isolation  Hospital  conveyed  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  disease  to  hospital. 


Home  Nursing,  Under  the  new  Health  Act,  the  County  Council  wore 

responsible  for  the  provision  of  home  nursing  facilities. 
The  nurses  previously  partly  employed  by  various  district  nursing 
associations  were  whole  time  employees  of  the  County  Council, 


Treatment  Centres  jand  Clinics , Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics, 

~ ” administered  by  the  County  Council  are 

held  regularly  at  Park  House,  Park  Road,  Ante  natal  clinics, 
immunisation  clinics  and  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments 
dental,  eye  and  orthopaedic  defects  arc  also  available. 


Hospitals,  The  hospital  needs  of  the  residents  of  the  district  for  all 
, diseases  apart  from  infectious  disease  arc  provided  by  the 
Builth  Wells  Hospital,  The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  infectious 
disease  remain  the  same  as  in  previous  yef rs , Merthyr  Borough  treat  the 
patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease  at  Hardy  Isolation  Hospital, 
Those  arrangements  ^ro  proving  extremely  satisfactory. 

For  the  treatment  of  smallpox  arrangements  have  been  madc- 
by  the  County  Council  with  Abcrdare  for  bods  at  the  Lcdw  Hir  Hospital, 
During  the  year  the  hospitals  in  the  County  became  state  owned  and 
e ontr oiled. 

Disinfection^  In  the  main  the  methods  used  for  the  disinfection  required 
■ have  'been  fumigation  and  spraying. 


Section  3,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 

. - — ' ~ 'These  3 cr  vie  os  arc  administered 

by  the  County  Council  and  include  clinics  for  maternity  and  child 
welfare,  dental,  eye  and  orthopaedic  treatment  and  for  expectant  mothers. 
Provision  is  also  made  for  the  supply  of  free  and  cheap  rate  milk  and 
medicinal  foods.  The  supervision  of  midwivos,  child  life  protection 
and  the  care  of  premature  and  illegitimate  infants  Is  the  responsibility 
of  tho  County  Council,  During  the  year  the  County  Council  were 
responsible  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria. 


Bui 1th  Wells  Urban  District 


Section  <1- , S an  it  a ry  Cl  r cumsj:  a nee  s , 

V/a ter  Supply.  The  Town  is  supplied  by  (1)  Tycapel  reservoir  which  is 
an  impounding  reservoir  to  the  open  moorland  catchment 
area.  (2)  Newry  Well  which  derives  water  from  a Spring.  (3)  Hongwm 
Spring  which  is  a piped  supplyto  the  Brecon  Road  Storage  Reservoir, 
(4)Pantyllyn  which  is  an  uplend  lake  end  only  used  in  case  of 
emergency.  (5)  A Mobile  Pump  has  been  purchased  by  the  Council  to 
supplement  the  towns  water  supply  should  the  occasion  arise.  The  pump 
is  capable  of  pumping  far  in  excess  of  60,000  gallons  per  day  which 
will  meet  the  needs  of  the  community.  The  above  sources  proved 
adequate  during  the  year  and  no  accessory  pumping  was  required. 

The  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  during  the 
year  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  twenty  oight  satisfactory  results 
being  obtained.  The  water  is  inclined  to  have  a slightly  plumbo 
solvent  action  on  load  but  all  pipes  arc  of  galvanised  iron  and 
therefore  this  danger  does  not  arise. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  a pure  supply  of  water 
by  protecting  the  various  sources  from  likelihood  of  contamination. 
Regular  inspections  arc  made  of  the  moorland  catchment  area  for 
evidence  of  dead  sheep  etc. 

All  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  direct  with  a 
domestic • piped  supply,  with  the  exception  of  15  houses  which  are 
supplied  with  a communal  standpipe. 

Forty  additional  Council  houses  have  a piped  supply. 


Number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year .23, 

Number  reported  as  satisfactory.. 28. 

Number  reported  as  unsatisfactory. . 0, 


No  chemical  examination  was  made  during  the  year. 

Number  of  visits  made  by  the  sanitary  inspector  to  water  supplies . ,263 . 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewage  in  the  district  is  not  treated 

J in  any  way  but  is  discharged  direct  into  the 
River  Wye  below  the  town. 

During  the  year  the  construction  of  Tan  house 
sower  was  completed,  and  9 houses  connected  to  it.  Negotiations  are 
proceeding  with  respect  of  another  3 houses. 

The  number  of  houses  now  not  connected  to  a 
public  sewer  is  10,  all  have  soptic  tanks  and  no  nuisance  is  created. 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  drainage  work, .47. 


Public  Cleansing.  There  was  no  change  in  the  methods  adopted  for  the 

collection  of  refuse.  This  la  collected  once  a 
week  by  your  Council  staff  and  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  thc_ Area,  The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area 
- - - - WGS  undertaken  by  your  sanitary 

inspector.  The  following  details  give  information  relating  to  the 
work  of  the  sanitary  inspector  during  the  year. 

Nuis anc e s , 

Number  of  complaints  received ,.....,..6, 

Number  of  complaints  investigated,... .....6. 

Number  of  premises  inspected. ......  ............  .286, 

Number  of  premises  revisited #12* 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served, . • « . . .0, 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served. 


* 


6/ • Bui 1th  Wells  Urban  District 

Houses  let  in  lodgings.  It  is  not  considered  that  any  of  the  houses 

in  the  district  are  of  such  a nature  as  to 
require  control  under  byelaws  mado  under  Section  6 of  the  Housincr  Act. 
1936 . ' ^ ' 


Offensive  Trades,  There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  In  the 

district. 

Licensed  Premises, 


Number  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector .......... .40, 

Number  of  notices  served,,,. ...0. 

Shops  Act, 

Number  os  ins  pec  t ions  made 12 , 

Factories . 

Number  of  factories  on  register,,...,.,. ,..,...,26, 

Number  of  ins pe c t i ons  mad c ,,104, 

Number  of  defects  found. 0 ,2 . 

both  of  which  were  remedied. 


Camping  Sites,  There  is  no  recognised  camping  site  in  the  district, 

Eradicat ion  of  Bed  Bugs  and  st eps  t aken  to  combat  infest at  ion. 

Numb  or  of  promises  infested, 0. 

Rodent  Control,  This  work  is  undertaken  by  one  of  the  Council’s 

workmen. 

The  Cilmcry  rofusc  tip  was  treated,  twice  in  the  year, 
with  good  poison  bait  takes,  and  63  bodies  were  found.  The  sewers 
were  treated,  in  June  when  there  were  no  takes  of  bait. 


Number  of  premises  inspected  during  the  year .,..,,..558, 

Number  of  promises  found  infested, ,12  , 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed... 62, 


Legal  Proceedings , No  legal  proceedings  wore  undertaken  during  the  year 

Section  5,  Housing,  Two  private  enterprise  houses  Wb'Sfe' built  during 
tlie  year.  Ho  Houses  wore  built  by  the  Council  but  a site  wa3  purchased 
to  accommodate  20  houses,  and  the  plans  for  10  were  commenced.  No 
application  for  housing  improvement  grant  was  received. 


Milk.  Since  the  corning  into  operation  of  the  Milk  & Dairies  Act,  1944, 
the  Council  is  left  with  the  registration  and  supervision  of 
distribut ors , 

The  result  of  samples  of  milk  tfcken. dicing  tho  yoar  “nro  shown 


below. 

Number  of  c owsheds  and  dairios • inspected, 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken, 

Number  reported  as  satisfactory,, 

Number  reported  as  unsatisfactory,....,.,.. 

Eight  samples  of  milk  wore  also  examined  for  the  presence 
tuberculosis,  with  negative  results  in  all  cases. 


. .0. 
.37. 
.25, 
.12, 

of 


Meat , Thore  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  district.  All  moat  is  supplied 
from  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Slaughtering  Point  at  Llrnollwydd, 

The  sanitary  Inspector  occasionally  inspected  the  meat  there  in  tho 
rbsenco  of  the  Bui 1th  Rural  sanitary  inspector. 


Builth  Wells  Urban  District 


*7/- 

arket  Impr  ovements « During  the  year  plans  vie  re  submitted  to  the 

Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  the 
erection  of  an  attested  section  in  the  market.  Approval  of  these  plans 
was  received  and  the  necessary  work  commenced. 

Food  c ondemne d dur ing  the  year , 


Number  of  t ins  c ondemned . . » , 147  lbs  . 

Me  at  c ondemned  , , • Nil , 


Other  Foods, 

Food  Preparation  Rooms  (Including  Bakehouses) 


Number  of  inspections  made  by  sanitary ' Inspect  or . ,170, 

Number  of  notices  served 0, 


Ice  Cream  Premises , 

Number  of  inspections  made  by  sanitary  inspector ,,24, 

In  the  district  there  are  3 producer  retailers  and  5 retailers. 


Preserved  Food  Premises , 

Number  of  inspections  made  by  sanitary  inspector ..,,,,60, 

There  are  five  of  these  premises  in  the  town. 


Fried  Fish  Shops , 

Number  of  inspections  made  by  sanitary  inspector.,,....,.. ,,.,,11, 

There  Is  one  only  fried  fish  premises  In  the  town. 

Section  7,  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  reported 
to  me  during  the  year. 


Diphtheric., 2 cases. 

Measles . .1  case. 

Infantile  Paralysis ...1  case. 


The  district  therefore  remained  free  from  any  epidemic  of  infectious 
disease,  and  no  case  proved  fatal. 

All  the  above  cases  except  the  measles,  wore  admitted  to  Merthyr 
Isolation  Hospital, 

Under  the  new  Health  Act  copies  of  infectious  disease  notification 
are  now  sent  to  the  County  Council  and  notification  fees  are  refunded 
by  the  County  Council  to  the  district  Council, 


Venereal  Disease , The 

and 

cases.  The  tracing  of 
the  responsibility  of 


County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the  General 
Eye  Hospital,  Swansea,  for  the  treatment  of  these 
contacts  and  the  following  up  of  defaulters  Is 
the  County  Council, 


Tuber culos is . The  following  details  show  the  position  as  regards 
tuberculosis  In  recent  years; 


Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Numbe  r 


of  cases  on  rogistor  at  commencement  of  year 10, 

of  fresh  case 3 notified  during  the  year *4, 

of  case3  removed  as  deceased, 2, 

removed  from  register  asnclisoase  arrested", ...1« 

of  cases  left  on  registor  at  end  of  year,... lit 


V 


a ‘ 

o • 


8/  * 


Builth  Wells  Urban  District 


The  number  of  eases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in  recent  years  is 
shown  below* 

1940.  1941.  1942 , 1945  , 1944.  _ 1945 . 1946.  1947. 4948._ 

2 2 3 3 1 4 


o 


Di pli tli er la  Immun 

immunis  at  i on  of 
district  will  be 


is  at  ion. 


f 3 a result  of  the  new  health  Act, 
Count'7  Council  are  responsible  for 


children  against  diphtheria  and  details 

1 T,  4-  ~ -P  4-V->  ,•  mini 


the 
the 
for  the 


found  in  the  annu 


1 report  of  the  County  Medical 


Off ioer . 

Facilities  for  immunisation  are  now 
T'  eternity  and  Child  wc-  If  are  Clinics  and  a 3. 
the  school  medical  inspections. 


avr liable 
o at  the 


at  the  ordinary 
school s d ur ing 


Two  cases  oi 


diphtheria  were  notified  during  oho  yca.c  • 


Yours  faithfully, 

T.C.R.  c-corge , 

Medical  Officer  of  tea 1th , 


